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officers, in proportion to their private men, in time of war;
for when they disband any part of their forces, they do not,
like us, reduce their officers to half-pay, but add them to
the regiments not reduced, that the families of their
nobility may not be burdened with needy dependents,
and that they may never want officers for new levies.

There are many reasons, my lords, that make this prac-
tice in France more reasonable than it would be in our
kingdom. Tt is the chief view of their governours to
continue absolute, and therefore their constant endeavour
to keep great numbers in dependence ; it ought to be our
care to hinder the increase of the influence of the court,
and to obstruct all measures that may extend the authority
of the ministry, and therefore those measures are to be
pursued by which independence and liberty will be most
supported.

It is likewise to" be remembered, my lords, that a French
officer is supported with pay not much larger than that of
a private soldier among us, and that, therefore, the argu-
ment which arises from the necessity of frugality is not of
the same force in both nations.

There is yet another reason why the French are under
the necessity of employing more officers than any other
nation : the strength of their armies consists in their
gentlemen, who cannot be expected to serve without
some command : the common soldiers of the French army
are a mean, spiritless, despicable herd, fit only to drudge
as pioneers, to raise intrenchments, and to dig mines, but
without courage to face an enemy, or to proceed with
vigour in the face of danger*

Their gentlemen, my lords, are of a very different cha-
racter; jealous of their honour, and conscious of their
birth, eager of distinction, and ambitious of preferment.
They have, commonly, their education in the army, and
have no expectations of acquiring fortunes equal to their
desires by any other profession, and are, therefore, intent
upon the improvement of every opportunity which is offered
them of increasing their knowledge and exalting their
reputation*